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I. Remarks upon an antient Roman Infcri- 
ption y found in that part of Italy, which 
formerly belonged to the Sabines; and now 
in the pojfejjion of Richard Rawlini'on, 
LL. D. &> F. R. S. By Mr. John Ward, 
Prof Rhetor . Grefh. & 1 F. R. S. 

Read]**, n. r i ''HIS infcription is cat in a final! 

I 749 'S°- brafs plate, which together with a 

draught of the fame dimcnfions accompany this 
paper. See Tab. I. Fig. i. The words of the infcri¬ 
ption, as they Band on the plate, with fomc account 
how and where it was found, were formerly publifh’d 
by Fabretti a . But as what he fais is very fhort, I fhail 
take leave to tranfcribc the whole of it, which is as 
follows. 

FLORAE 

TI P L A V T 1 V S_D R O S V S 

MAG 11 
V* S- L- M- 

Miyaicius Felix *>, LaEtantiufque c , Floram inter 
propudtofa gentilitatis numina collocant . Vindicat 
autem hanc infamiam Ouzelius ad Minucium, pag. 
233, ubiex Varrone et Ennio probat Romulo anti - 


a Infcript. Antiq. Cap. X. pag. 742. 

Fag. 28. edit. Ouzel, quarco. 
c Ingit. Lib. 1. cap. 20. 

P p Cjuioran 


The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 

Philosophical Transactions (1683-1775). 

www.jstor.org 









[ 294 ] 

quiorem fuiffe Florae ciiltum , et famines ei datos. 
Veftigtum igitur hie remanet in Sabinis primum 
Floram coli coeptam ; cum e Sabino agro in lamella 
fienea inferiptio kaecnuper eruta fuerit apud Liccn- 
tiam, Urjinorum oppidum , quod Digentia nxo allui- 
tur. Licentia quippe a Digentia detortum nomen 
facile quis credet. 

The plate now before us, and the infeription upon 
it, fo exa&ly agree with this account of Fabretti , 
as to leave no doubt of their being the fame with thofc 
deferibed by him. The prelent poflefi'or of the plate 
purchafed it at Rome, in January 1720. N. S. At 
which time a fmall brafs label was fixed to it, con¬ 
taining the following words cut in capital letters, 
EX REG IIS CHRISTINA THESAVRIS; 
which is alfo here exhibited, with a draught of the 
fame form and fize fubjoined to that of the in¬ 
feription. It is probable therefore, that this plate 
might have been depofited among the other curio- 
iities of that princefs, foon after it was dug up ; and 
afterwards have fallen into other hands, who affixed 
that label to it \ till at length being expofed to fale, 
it was bought by the Doftor at the time above 
mentioned. For Queen ChriJUna died at Rome, April 
the 19, 1689, where fhe had refided from the year 
i6f 8, after her return thither from France The 
year following a catalogue of her Greek and Latin 
medals was printed at Rome e , and Fabretti pu- 


d Moreri 5 Diffiion. Hiftor. 

c Numrni antiqui in thejauro Cbrifiinae reginae Suecoru'Romas 
aJJernjatt 7 a Francifcc Cameh ) ejufilem Majejiath antiquario. Romae 
>690. 
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blifhed his large and elaborate colie&ion of Anticnt 
inferiptions there in 1702. In which he fais, that 
this plate, at the time he wrote his account of it, 
nuper eruta fuerit. But as he wrote this very pro¬ 
bably fome years before the publication of his book, 
the plate might have been found befotc the death 
of that princefs, and been in her poffeffion 5 and af¬ 
ter her deceafe come into fuch hands, as might oc- 
cafion the difpofal of it, at the time, and in the 
manner, here recited. 

But I fhall now proceed to confider the words 
of the infeription ■, which may, I prefume, be read 
at length, with the proper fupp'ements, in the fol¬ 
lowing manner: 

Florae Tiberius Rlautius Drofus, pagi mag'tjler 
anni fecundi, votum folvit hbens merito. 

The godefs FLORA was thought by the Romans 
to prefide over feiids and trees, and therefore they 
addreflcd to her to favour them with profperous and 
fruitful feafons. Hence Varro fais : Invoco Rnbi- 
gum et Flor am, quibus propitiis , neque rubigo frit - 
menta atque arbores corrumpit , neque non tempe- 
five florent. Itaque publicae Robigo jeriae Robiga- 
Ha,Florae ludi Floralia flint inftituti f . But it ap¬ 
pears from other pafiages of that writer refered to 
by Fabretti, that fhe was firft a Sabine deity, and 
introduced at Rome by king Tatius in the time 
of Romulus , many ages before the inftitution of the 


P p 2 


{ De R. R. Lib. i. cap. i. 
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Floratia. For that fcftival was not obferved till the 
year of the city fi3, when the expenfe of it was 
ordered to be paid out of the fines levied on thofe 
perfons, who had converted the public lands to 
their own ufe, for feeding their cattle g. The 
memory of which is yet preferved on a coin ftruck 
that year, having on one fide th s. Genius of Rome ; 
and on the other a Jheep> as an emblem of the 
manner, by which that money was raifed; with 
the legend M POBLICIVS MALEOLVS, 
the name of one of the aediles, who had the care 
of the coinage 11 . And the fame year alfo he with 
his brother Lucius < Poblicius i the other aedile, erefted 
a temple in honour of the godefs Flora , near to 
the great circus ». However the Floralia were not 
afterwards conftantly obferved, but only when the 
feafon was bad, and feemed to threaten a fcarcity 
of provifions. But in the year 580 k , by a decree 
of the fenate, they were ordered to be celebrated 
annually, upon the fourth of the kalends of May, 
and the three following days \ which ended with 
the firft of that month. 

T I, the two firft letters of the praenomen of the 
perfon mentioned in the infeription, are the ufual 
abbreviation of Tiberius j as a fingle T is of Titus m . 


€ Ovid. Faft. Lib. V. v. 279. 

11 See VaiUant Fain. Pom. in Poblicia, mm. 1. 
* Tacit. Annal. Lib. ii. cap . 49* 
fe See Fighii Annaks ad ann . 5133 580 
3 Ovid. Faft. Lib.y . *V- 327, 183. 

Va!er. Prob. de not . Foman. 
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PLAVTIVS, which follows, denotes the fa- 
tnily name, and often occurs in Roman writers, as 
all'o upon coins, where it is fometimes writen Plo- 
tius, and at other times Plutius n . 

DROSVS, the cognomen , I do not remember to 
have feen fo fpelt clfewhere; but I make no doubt 
of its being the fame as \Drufus , which we frequent- 
ly meet with. For thus, as was juft now obferved, 
his family name is writen three feveral ways. 
Plant tus ^ Plot his, and Plutius. And Suetonius, 
fpeaking of the Claudian family, fais: Notiffimum 
eft Claudios omnes, excepto P. Clodio, optimates of¬ 
fer torefque dignitatis ac potentiae patriciorum fem- 
per fuiffe°. So likewife Poblicius , the name of 
the aedile above mentioned, is fometimes fpelt 
‘ Publicius. Thele inftances indeed all relate to the 
family namej but the fame is true likewife with 
regard to the cognomen. So the name Poblicola , 
firft given to Publius Valerius, the collegue of Bru¬ 
tus, but retained afterwards by the family, is gene¬ 
rally writen Publicola p. And as to Drufus , Sueto¬ 
nius acquaints us with the original of that name. 
‘Drufus, fais he, hoftium duce Draufo cominus tru- 
cidato, jibi poferifque futs cognomen invenit q. His 
other uames were Marcus Livius , and the a&ion 
here refered to was in the year of the city 470 


a See Vaillant Tam, Toman, in Piauria. 
0 In Tiber. cap. 2. 
p Liv. it, 8* vii. 32. 

* In Tiber, cap. 3. 

T See Fighii annates 7 ad an. 4 70? 471. 


Ic 



[ a 9 n 

It therefore fcems very probable, that this cognomen 
being fo antient, might by fome of the defccndents 
of that family be writcn c Drofus , and afterwards 
more generally ‘Drufus . For as the Romans endea¬ 
voured gradually to improve their language, and 
foften its pronunciation, they changed an into <?,and 
again o into u , for the more agreable found. This 
appears not only from the examples given already, 
but likewife from many others, which nvght be 
be produced, as well of common words as proper 
names. Of the former fort are codex from cau- 
dex, corns from caucus , lotus from lautus, and fo¬ 
rex from faurexi and of the latter, multus from 
moltus , rubigo from robgo, uulgus from volgus, 
Vulcanus from Vole anus, and the like. 

MAG. II. according to the explication given 
above, are an abbreviation of the words magifter 
fecundi , which hand for pagi 7 nagi(ler anni fecundi. 
was the whole to be expreiled at length. The word 
pagus lignifies a divifion or large portion of land, 
not much unlike what we call a /hire or county. 
Hence Caefar in his hiftory of the Gallic war fais: 
Omnis civitas Helvetia in quatnor pagos divifa 
ejl s . And again fpeaking of the Suevi , who were a 
very large nation : Hi centum pagos habere dicun- 
tur tho’ pagus is fometimes uled by the poets in 
a' more reftiaincd fenfe, for a fuigle village. So 
Mandela is defenbed by Horace , as rugofus frigore 
pagus v. And Virgil reprefents the rural fports, as 


* Lib. i. cap. 12. 

* Lib. iv. cap. i. 

v Epift. Lib. i. xv'iii. 103. 
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performed pagos et cempita circum *. As to the 
title magi (ter, it always denotes fome prchcminence 
and authority, and is ufed in a variety of fenfes, as 
majler is with us. So Feft us fa is: Magijlri non 
folum demotes artium ; Jed etiam pagorum , focie- 
tatuw , I'icorum, collegiorum, equitum dicuntur > quia 
omnes hi magts ceteris pojjunt v. Of thefe the 
rnagjfter pagi was a very antienc officer among 
the Romans, appointed by Kama ‘Pompilius, the 
immediate fucccfl'or of Romulus, as we learn from 
‘Dionyfius of Hal.carnaJJus. “ For Kama (as he 
<£ fais) tirft divided the whole country into fuch 
“ portions, as they caUxa^ssi over each of which 
“ he appointed an officer, whom he calls do^vrcc, 
<£ lx/«r3to7rov, and TregtTroXov, that is, a proficient or 
“ majler , infpe&or, and furveyor. His bufinefs was 
‘ £ to furvey the lands, and take an account in wri- 
“ ting, whether they were well or ill cultivated > 
<£ which accounts he laid before the king; who 
££ commended thofe husbandmen, who had been 
<£ diligent, and ttcatcd them courteously; but re- 
<£ proved and fined the indolent, in order to excite 
„ them to greater diligence V’ The Roman territories 
at that time were confined within very narrow bounds; 
but in after ages, as they inlarged their dominions by 
conqucfts,many of the countries, which they fubdued, 
were given to the foldiers, as a reward for their fervice. 
And as a certain quantity of land was allotedto each 
foldier, thedifkibution was made by perfonsfent with 
them for that purpofc 5 and thofe fcttlements,or colo- 


* Georg. Lib. ii. 382. 
y In uqc. Magifterane. 

~ Aniij, Rom. Lib , ii. 
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nies, were divided into feveral diftrids, or pagi, which 
were conlidered as diftind communities. And be- 
caufe difFerences would fomctimes happen among 
them afterwards about the limits of their pofleffions, 
the magiftri pagorum were impowered to adjuft 
them, and prevent all incroachments of that fort. 
For which end alfo public proceffions were made 
at certain times, accompanied with facrlnces and 
other religious ceremonies a , in honour of the tute¬ 
lar deity of the place, the expenfe of which was 
born by contributions of the inhabitants'; as was 
fhewn in a former paper, which I had the honour 
to lay before this Society b . Thefe officers had 
likewife the care of the roads, which led from 
one town or village to another, within their refpe- 
dive jurifdidions, to keep them in good repair c. 
And another part of their duty was to provide ac¬ 
commodations for the armies in their march, as alio 
for the governors of provinces, and other great per- 
fons, in palling thro their feveral diftrids upon pu¬ 
blic affairs <k Horace feems to refer to this, when 
he fais: 

Hue venturus erat Maecenas , optimum atqne 
Cocceius , mijji magnis de rebus uterque 
Legati ; averfos Joliti componere amicos. 

And loon after: _ 

‘Proxima Campano ponti qu£ villula teffum 
\Traebuiti etparochi , quae debent, ligna Jalemque e . 


* Siculus Flaccus, pa*. 9, 25, edir. Goef. 
b See Philo[ % Tranfabi , m*m % 486. 
c Sic if L Place . ubi Jupr a* Frau Magon . et Veg* pag. 255* 
d Sic. Fiae * pag> 25. 

€ Serw. Lib . i. Ec/og, v. v . 27,45. 
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Where by parochi ( fo named from t ctgi%en> to 
provide) may be meant an inferior fort of offi¬ 
cers, appointed by the mafter to provide all ne- 
ceflaries for ftrangers, included here in the words 
ligna falemque f „ 

But as tne title magijler was common to fo 
many officers of different characters, it may be 
expe&ed, that fome reafon fhould be alleged for 
aligning it to the magijler pagi in this infcri- 
ption, where no other word is added to determine 
the particular fenfc of it. And indeed I cannot 
pretend to offer any dired proof for this? but the 
reafons, which induce me to think fo, arc thefe 
which follow. Both the defign and form of the 
infeription feem to fuit him beft. For the purport 
of it being the performance of a vow to the godefs 
Flora , very probably for a profperous and fruitful 
feafon, as the effect of their addreffes to her; 
by whom could that fo properly be done, as by 
this officer, who prefided over the religious as welt 
as Civil affa;rs of the inhabitants ? Bcfides, I cannot 
but think from the name ‘Drofus, which clfewhcre 
is always fpelt Drujhs, that this infeription was wri- 
ten before fevera! other officers were appointed, 
who afterwards bore the title of magi ft er ; which, 
might render any explanatory word unncceffary at 
that time, cfpecially in the place where he had his 
reftdence. There are indeed two inferiptions pu* 
blifhed, one by Graters,, and the other by Rinejius 


r See Budaei Annnt . in Pandect, p. 262. 
g Pag . xxvi. nu?n. 9. 

Ctajjl jext. mm % lxxii. 
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in which the word PAGI is added toMAGISTER; 
in the fame manner as we meet with magijler 
collegii , -vici, and the like. But the former of thefe 
was as late as the reign of Tiberius ; and the time 
of the latter uncertain, fo that nothing can be con¬ 
cluded from it. And there are likewife fcveral 
infcriptions, in which MAGISTER and MAGISTRI 
Band alone, without the addition of any explana¬ 
tory word. But then it appears either from the 
defign of thofe infcriptions, the number of per- 
fons mentioned, or fome other circumftance rela¬ 
ting to them, that their office was of a different 
nature ; fome few inftances of which I fhall pre- 
fently have occafion to mention. From thefe con- 
iiderations therefore I have been led to conclude, 
that the fenfe here affigned to 'the word magijler , 
as it refpedts this infeription, is the moft probable. 

That the chara&ers II. Band for anni fecundi , 
the date of the time, during which this ‘Drofus 
had then held that office, is confirmed by feveral 
infcriptions publifhed by Grater. In one of which 
we have MAG. ANNI. V in another MAGI¬ 
STRI. ANNI. VI k; and in two others MAG. 
ANNI. PRIMIi, where the word denoting the 
time is expreffed at length. As thefe different ways 
therefore of expreffing the time relate to perfons, 
who all bore that title, tho not the fame office. 


* Pag. LTV. num. i. 
k Pag. xxxvi. num. 7. 

1 Pag. xxxiii, num. 10. xxxv, 5. 
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as appears by” the inferiptions; they plainly {hew 
in what fenfe thofe characters are to be taken here. 

The concluding letters V. S. L. M. which frand 
for 'votum folvit libens merit o, contain the ufual 
form of dedicating votive monuments. 

But the thing dedicated is not mentioned here, 
which was molt probably a flattie or an altar; and 
I rather think the latter, from the number of fucli 
inferiptions in Gruter, and other collectors of an- 
tient monuments, taken from altars. Whereas we 
hear of few images of any fort relating to this deity. 
‘Pliny indeed mentions a ftatue of Flora at Rome, 
which was made by Praxiteles And Montfancon 
has given the draughts of three or four others, which 
have been thought to reprefent that godefin. Her 
head alfo is found upon two coins, one of the Clan- 
aian °, and the other of the Servilian family p. How¬ 
ever thefe are but very few, comparatively with 
what we meet with of other deities. Bdides, the 
age of this infeription ( which fee ms- further con¬ 
firmed by its brevity and fimplicity) as likewife the 
place where it was difeovered, fuit much better 
with an altar; for altars were erected in all parts 
of the country, and very early. I feppofe there¬ 
fore, that this plate was fixed into the front of fome 
altar confecrated to Flora ; for which purpofe boih 


m Nat. Hifr , Lib. xxxvi. cap* v. §. 
n L. A?itiq. expliq. Tom.i. par. z. chap, 30. 
0 See V ad!ant Lain. Rom, num 13 . 

* Ibid, num, 17 . 

Q.q 2 
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the fhape of ir, and the angles at each end, feem to 
be very well adapted. The town, where it was 
dug up, is by Fabretti called Licentta •> which he 
fuppofes to have taken its name from the river FH- 
gentia, that runs by it. Horaces farm therefore was 
probably not very far from thence, fince he fpeaks 
of it as near that river, when he fais : 

Me quotiens reficit gelid us Fbigentia rivus 

Quern Mandela bibit , rugofus frigore pagus: 

Quid fentire put as, quid credis, amice, precari q ? 

The antiquity of this infeription, together with 
its Angularity, made me think it not unworthy the 
notice of this learned Society. For tho we meet 
with two inferiptions, one in Gruter , r and the other 
in Rineflus s , to the honour of Flora jointly with 
other deities; yet this is the only one I can find, 
which is addrefled to her alone. And as to the 
manner of explaining the feveral parts of it, that is 
left to every one to judge of, as he pleafes. 

G. C. 

Becemb. 2 C» 1749. 

John Ward, 


II. Epi 


* Epi ft. Lib. i. xviii. 103. 

1 Pag* cxxi. num, 1. 

* Claff, prim. nm. ccxxxm. 
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